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Florida community college enrollments up dramatically

Florida community colleges, long ranked as a national leader in degrees produced, have

experienced an increase of more than 50,000 new students this school year in what has been

described as a boom of “historic proportions.”  The dramatic rise in numbers is attributed to

the reduction in statewide funding passed by Florida’s Legislature earlier this year, but also to

...ENROLLMENT continued on page 2

58th Annual Convention:

A Stellar End to a Striking Year for

Community Colleges

In a year marked with change and growth for the Community

College System—from budget cuts, to lawsuits to a new

governor to a new Commissioner of Education—more than

450 FACC members from across the state gathered to attend

the 58th annual FACC Convention, Nov. 14-16, at the

Wyndham Orlando Resort to “Elevate the Great 28.”

Presided over by 2007 FACC President, Jeffrey Allbritten

(EC), this year’s convention was a non-stop activity-packed

event including commission and region meetings, educational

sessions, social events, an exhibit hall, and of course,

recoganizing and honoring our stellar alumni and hard-working

college personnel. Additionally, networking, sharing ideas and

collaborating with colleagues from around the state was an

invaluable asset.

This year marked the return of the LeRoy Collins

Distinguished Alumni Awards at the Presidential Banquet and Gala on Thursday, Nov. 15, and

FCCAA presented its annual Hall of Fame Awards at the Closing Luncheon on Nov. 16.

Regions and Commissions also presented exemplary practices and awards (see listing on

pages 3 and 5), and several FACC members were honored with Honorary Life and

Distinguished Service recognitions.

Regions once again contributed to the success of the convention by staffing and planning many

convention tasks. This convention would not be possible without the hard work of region

directors and their committees—thank you.  Thanks also are due to our sponsors and

exhibitors (see listing to the right) whose contributions help make our Convention happen.

From the entire FACC staff, a big thank you to those who attended, presented, assisted and

collaborated on the 58th Annual Convention. Stay tuned for news about next year’s event date

and location!

IRCC members accept the
plaque for Chapter of the
Year from FACC President

Jeff Allbritten (left).
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...ENROLLMENT continued from  page 1

Special thanks!
DATA CARD, INC.

For convention name badges & equipment

SEMINOLE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

For use of the computers in the Internet Room

VALENCIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE

For the use of audio-visual equipment and screens

throughout the convention

Victor Collazo, VCC, Coordinator

RUSSEL ESFAHANI, SFCC

AV/Technical Coordination for Major Events

DUKANE

Projectors for General Sessions

GARY SLIGH

Community Service Project

MAJOR DOOR PRIZES

Hilton Clearwater Beach Resort

PGA National Resort

Wet-N-Wild

Hilton Cocoa Beach

Marriott Residence Inn  Daytona Beach

Naples Grand Hyatt

Circque De Soliel

Florida Mall Hotel

Hilton Daytona Beach Resort
Buena Vista Palace Resort and Spa Orlando

Wyndham Orlando Resort

Orlando CVB

Kissimmee CVB

LXR Resorts

2007 EXHIBITORS/SPONSORS*

AIG VALIC

ALLSTEEL

American Education Corporation

American Safety Council

Blackboard

Brigham Young University Independent Study

Capella University

Dave Dorsey Enterprises

Espro Financial

*Florida Architects, Inc.

FL Surveying & Mapping Society

Insurance for College Students

Insurance for Students

*Nova Southeastern University

On Location Healthcare

Parsons

*PFM Asset Management

*PPI Construction Management

QORE, Inc.

*SMARTHINKING, Inc.

*SunGard Higher Education

TeamWorks Solutions

UF, Warrington College of Business

World Education Services

(*also a major sponsor)

(Above) Members glam it up at the 80’s
Night Opening Party.

(Below) Members of the Retirees
Commission gathered for fun and

fellowship at the Retirees’ Luncheon at the

Annual Convention.

the stellar service provided by the colleges

over time and the tremendous reputation they

have developed.

As evidence, Community College Week

reported that four Florida community colleges

rank in the top five in the country in producing

graduates with associate degrees.  Of the top

100 in the U.S. on that list, 15 of Florida

community colleges appear.

There is also evidence that community college

enrollments increase when the economy

becomes more difficult.  During these times,

students seek out these institutions, graduate,

find jobs and then help the economy recover.

Community colleges have long been a

tremendous source of revenue for the

government to provide governmental services.

It can be said that a healthy Community

College System is vital to Florida’s success,

both economically and for the vitality of the

business sector.
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2007 Awards presented at the2007 Awards presented at the2007 Awards presented at the2007 Awards presented at the2007 Awards presented at the
5858585858ththththth Annual FACC Convention Annual FACC Convention Annual FACC Convention Annual FACC Convention Annual FACC Convention

STATE AWARDS:

Honorary Life Membership: Sandra Harrell, ChC; Dr. William Seeker, FKCC, Pat Harrell, FCCJ

Distinguished Service Awards: Bob Wilcosky, MDC; Charles Smith, FCCAA

James L. Wattenbarger Award: Lt. Gov. Toni Jennings

Outstanding Board Member: Evelyn Ward, ChC

Chapter of the Year: Indian River Community College

Region I Chapter of the Year: Chipola College

Region II Chapter of the Year: Lake City Community College

Region III Chapter of the Year: Lake-Sumter Community College

Region IV Chapter of the Year: St. Petersburg College

Region V Chapter of the Year: Indian River Community College

Commission of the Year: Student Development

Membership Awards:

Special Achievement – 100% of Employees

as Members: Chipola College

Greatest Percent of Employees as Members:

Chipola College

Greatest Numerical Increase of Members

over Previous Year: Miami Dade College

Greatest Percent Increase of Members

over Previous Year: North Florida Community College

Fifty Percent or More of Employees as Members:

Central Florida Community College

Chipola College

College Center for Library Automation (CCLA)

Florida Community College at Jacksonville

Florida Keys Community College

Gulf Coast Community College

Indian River Community College

Lake City Community College

Lake-Sumter Community College

North Florida Community College

Okaloosa-Walton College

Pasco-Hernando Community College

Polk Community College

St. Johns River Community College

Santa Fe Community College

Seminole Community College

South Florida Community College

REGION AWARDS:REGION AWARDS:REGION AWARDS:REGION AWARDS:REGION AWARDS:

Region I Awards - Chapter UnSung Hero Awards

Chipola College – Christen Bennett

Gulf Coast Community College – Brenda

Washington

Okaloosa-Walton College – Kristen Last

Pensacola Junior College – Kimberly Calloway-

Schledt

Tallahassee Community College – Evelyn Wasdin

Region Unsung Hero:

Dottie Terryn, Gulf Coast Community College

Lifesaver Awards

Chipola College – Bud Riviere

Gulf Coast Community College- Bobby Hughes

Okaloosa-Walton College – Mike Van Dyke

Pensacola Junior College – Brandi Lynn Opager

Tallahassee Community College – David Proctor

Special Recognition Award: Evelyn Ward, ChC

Region II Awards - Chapter Unsung Heros:

Florida Community College at Jacksonville-

Jacqueline Davis

Lake City Community College-Sandra Root &

Judith Ann Wilson

North Florida Community College – Wendy Webb

Santa Fe Community College – Dwight Hulse

St. Johns River Community College – Dr. Michelle

Wilcox

Region III Awards - Chapter Unsung Heroes:

Central Florida Community College-Cara Bennett

Daytona Beach Community College – Alison Ryan

Seminole Community College – Lee Patrizzi

Valencia Community College – Shelby Ballenger

Lake-Sumter Community College – Joan Knost

Brevard Community College – Stephanie Lubno

Region V Awards - Chapter Unsung Heroes:

Broward Community College – Sharon Stern

Palm Beach Community College – Susan Goehring

Get your chapter in the news!
The next issue of Current will
be published on February 1st

and the deadline will be
January 15th! Be sure to email

your articles and high
resolution pictures to

publications@facc.org!
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44444 COMMISSION AWARDSCOMMISSION AWARDSCOMMISSION AWARDSCOMMISSION AWARDSCOMMISSION AWARDS

Administration Commission Awards
President’s Award: Dr. Sarah H. Pappas, MCC
Professional Excellence - Academic Af fairs: Dr. Bruce Brunson, FCCJ
Professional Excellence - Student Affairs: Dr. Helton “Hep” Aldridge, BrevCC
Professional Excellence - Business Af fairs: Dr. Edward L. Cisek, Vice Chancellor for Financial Policy, Florida
Community College System

Adult and Continuing Education Commission
Exemplary Practice Award: Janice Weaver, BrevCC: “Kids Mini-Med Career Camps 2007-Vital Signs”

Career and Professional Employees Awards
Innovators Exemplary Practice: LaDonna Morris, FCCJ
Employee of the Year: Dottie Terryn, GCCC
Pat Barriteau Unsung Hero Award: Judy Wilson , LCCC

Curriculum Commission Awards
Exemplary Practice  Awards
First Place: Karen Pain, PBCC & Gail Burkett, PBCC: Combined Courses
Honorable Mention: Traci Reed, SJRCC: Blending Old Technology & New to Impact Student Achievement
Honorable Mention: Carla San Giacomo, CFCC & Jimmy Yawn, SFCC: Career Portfolios: A Collaboration Between
Academic and Student Affairs

Faculty Commission Awards
2007 Professor of the Year: Annmarie Masi, Education, MDC:
“Characteristics of an Effective Teacher”
2007 Distinguished Professors of the Year:
Gail Burkett, Mathematics, PBCC: “Exponents”
Bonnie Holloway, Accounting, LSCC: “Understanding Debits
and Credits”

Global Initiatives Commission Awards
Exemplary Practice Award:
Francine Arrington, BrevCC: “Infusing Global Learning Across
the Curriculum”
Dr. Paul Forage, IRCC: “Summer Institute in International
Disaster Relief”

Student Development Commission Awards
Debra J. Hay Award: Victor Collazo, VCC
Exemplary Practice Award: David Sullivan, IRCC
Student Leader Connection Award : Cynthia Arroyo, SCC

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCEAWARDS OF EXCELLENCEAWARDS OF EXCELLENCEAWARDS OF EXCELLENCEAWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Below 5,000 FTE: 1st place, 2nd place
Annual Report Central Florida, Polk
Bang for the Buck Lake Sumter, Chipola
Brochure II Daytona Beach, Okaloosa Walton
Print catalog Okaloosa Walton, St. John Rivers
Direct mail piece Okaloosa Walton, South Florida
Magazine campus-wide Central Florida

(1st and 2nd place fortwo submissions)
Poster St. Johns Rivers, North Florida
Video/electronic promo Gulf Coast(dental) & (culinary)
Viewbook/recruitment piece Daytona Beach, North Florida
Best Redesign Daytona Beach, Gulf Coast —tie

Annmarie Masi (MDC) accepts the
Professor of the Year Award from

FACC President, Jef f Allbritten.

EXCELLENCE continued on page 5...


